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CONTACT:  Paul Davies (410) 966-0299 or ssi.asr@ssa.gov.

Table 38.
Poverty status, by selected characteristics, December 1999

Characteristic Total

Income relative to poverty threshold

Under 50% 50–99% 100–124% 125–149% 150–199% 200–299% 300% or more

All recipients 6,824,567 254,914 2,612,973 991,623 689,109 794,318 823,985 657,645

Sex
Male 3,014,039 116,607 994,933 464,237 291,037 423,499 412,170 311,556
Female 3,810,529 138,307 1,618,041 527,386 398,072 370,820 411,814 346,089

Race
White 4,222,697 122,096 1,562,441 606,254 427,304 507,174 517,415 480,013
Black 2,033,978 121,769 884,235 300,232 194,503 240,769 220,345 72,125
American Indian, Alaska Native 181,198 11,049 78,162 17,192 15,132 38,159 17,756 3,748
Asian, Pacific Islander 386,693 0 88,135 67,944 52,170 8,216 68,469 101,759

Ethnicity
Hispanic 1,247,807 75,268 433,609 192,415 139,283 178,637 120,027 108,568
Non-Hispanic 5,576,762 179,646 2,179,365 799,208 549,826 615,682 703,958 549,077

Age
Under 18 909,014 25,883 146,631 168,719 123,003 224,286 186,509 33,983
18–64 4,064,002 189,924 1,587,658 509,226 389,050 464,867 462,470 460,807
 65 or older 1,851,552 39,107 878,685 313,679 177,056 105,165 175,006 162,854

Marital status
Married 1,447,570 50,083 513,652 235,609 206,635 143,224 164,869 133,498
Widow(ed) 926,654 26,310 556,611 108,997 42,233 38,396 69,578 84,529
Divorced or separated 1,422,417 66,781 661,888 231,143 171,163 82,289 111,302 97,851
Never married 3,027,927 111,740 880,823 415,874 269,079 530,408 478,236 341,767

Years of education
 0–8 2,293,600 70,813 981,858 317,284 206,017 260,776 220,877 235,975
 9–11 1,407,912 86,366 629,075 176,909 133,568 164,091 128,389 89,514
12 1,688,770 82,572 687,779 219,710 160,596 138,668 183,666 215,779
13–15 585,647 15,163 169,577 107,490 67,590 66,023 91,301 68,503
16 or more 172,381 0 41,967 35,959 6,157 7,996 48,923 31,379
Unknown 676,259 0 102,718 134,272 115,182 156,764 150,829 16,494

SOURCE:  Social Security Administration, SSA administrative records, matched to U.S. Census Bureau, 1996 Survey of Income and Program Participation.

NOTE:  Individuals receiving SSI benefits in December 1999 are identified using the Social Security Administration’s administrative data.  The unweighted total sample size is 
1,100 SSI recipients: 118 cases aged 17 and under, 604 cases aged 18 to 64, and 378 cases aged 65 or older.




